Ceremonial address for the United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences,
Ehime University Degree Ceremony September 2015

Good afternoon.

I would like to congratulate the 17 people who today are being awarded the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy. All of you have studied hard and diligently in conducting your research over the past
couple of years, you have enhanced your abilities and insights as researchers, and attained your results.
The degree you have in hand today is proof of that and | pay tribute to your efforts. I would also like to
pay tribute to your teachers who have guided and encouraged you with enthusiasm, and to your family
members and others who have come to support you.

Of the 17 people who are being awarded their Ph.D. today, 14 are international students from six
countries: Indonesia, Thailand, Bangladesh, Malaysia, India, and Malawi. | imagine there were
difficulties and hardships for you in an unfamiliar life in Japan. However, | expect that your high sense
of purpose and love for your home country were the driving forces that helped you overcome those
difficulties and hardships. Some of you already had a job and played an active part in society, but there
are some graduates who will begin their new life in earnest. The research results you achieved for your
dissertation plus the specialized knowledge and skills you have acquired are irreplaceable treasures;
however, the experiences from your time here have far greater breadth and depth than you may realize.

It has been 30 years since the United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences, Ehime University was
established from the graduate schools of Ehime, Kagawa, and Kochi Universities with the aim of
producing exceptional people who will be leaders in the 21 century. To date, 590 international students,
including you today, have been awarded a degree. This is a very big achievement. The graduates who
have come before you have set out around the world, Asia in particular, and they are playing major
roles in their countries as researchers or engineers in agricultural science, and also as specialists in
government and the business community. Their contributions are truly wonderful and as president | feel
especially proud.

Many of you are international students from Asia and Africa, where primary industries such as
agriculture, forestry and water perform critical functions. Water resources and the environment, the
evolving information technology in agriculture related to plant factories, the development of functional
food through cooperation between the medical profession and agriculture, intelligent food production,
and research and countermeasures related to sixth-order industrialization are important issues. The
cultivation of lettuce on the International Space Station in August shows agriculture expanding into the
cosmos. | expect everyone here today will also come to play a significant role and be active
internationally as resident researchers using your accumulated knowledge and skills.

To all you new Ph.D. holders, | hope you lead the international community to the next new stage with
fresh ideas and ways of thinking!

| pray for your future success. Thank you very much for your attention.

Yuichi OHASHI
President of Ehime University
September 15, 2015
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